
 Masterclass Series 

Textures of the land and sea - Surface, Structure and 
Materiality of tapestry 

Led by Fiona Hutchinson 

Tapestry is not merely a technique for the 
reproduction of a design or image, but a tactile 
structure that can express so much more. The 
surface and structure of tapestry offers the artist a 
unique range of qualities to explore in the creation 
of their work. 

This weekend master class will explore the 
dangers and delights of surface and texture in 
tapestry weaving. Experimenting with a variety of 
approaches to creating interesting and innovative 
surfaces, participants will create a series of small 
sample exploring the basic elements of tapestry 

weaving: warp and weft set, weft materials, traditional and experimental tapestry 
techniques. 

Taking texture of land and sea as your starting point, participants will be encouraging 
to respond to the visual references they have collected and to explore how they can 
be interpreted in to woven tapestry. 

Working on a series of small samples student will explore  

1. Surface qualities that can be achieved by experiment with size and set of 
warp and weft. 

2. The subtle surface that are created by a varying the range of different weft 
materials. 

3. Explore surface and movement by the manipulation of warp and weft. 

In addition, there will be opportunities to 
experimenting with traditional tapestry 
techniques such as knotting, surface weft, 
tufting to create tactile surfaces. 

By the end of the workshop participants 
will have developed ways of responding to 
visual references, helping them develop 
their own personal language. Creating a 
group of small samples that will inform and 
inspire their further development and 
understanding of the importance of 
surface and texture in tapestry weaving.  

About your tutor 

Fiona Hutchison graduated from the tapestry department, Edinburgh College of Art in 
1985. She exhibits regularly in the UK, Europe and internationally. As well as 
teaching many independent workshops and mentoring emerging artists she also 
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teaches tapestry weaving and stitched textiles for the department of Life Long 
Learning at Edinburgh University (Edinburgh College of Art). 

What to bring 

Sketchbook/note book 
Sketchbook of Visual inspiration – Textures of land and sea. This can be objects or 
printed materials such as postcards, photos, drawings, collages etc. 
Small weaving frame/bobbins (can be provided) 
Good sharp scissors 
Tapestry Needles 
Ruler/Measuring Tape 
Felt pen, non-waterproof 
Any unusual threads/yarns you have and might like to experiment with 
Camera 
 

 


